Benjamin  Brecher

Tenor 

“.. agile warmth and exquisite beauty . . .” 

The American tenor Benjamin Brecher has gained great acclaim with his many performances on the opera and concert stages. Mr. Brecher has performed with numerous Opera companies including: New York City Opera, Opera de Montreal, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, Central City Opera, Chautauqua Opera, Des Moines Metro Opera, Lyric Opera of Cleveland, the Harrisburg Opera, Toledo Opera, the Santa Fe Opera, Berkshire Opera, Arizona Opera, Anchorage Opera, Palm Beach Opera, Skylight Opera Theatre, the Glimmerglass Opera, the Aspen Opera Theatre, and the Ohio Light Opera. 

He has performed over ten roles with The New York City Opera since 1997; appearing in their productions of Il Viaggio a Reims, Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Die Zauberflotë, L’Enfant et les Sortileges, Carmen, Seven Deadly Sins, and the New York premiere of Central Park. Other recent engagements include: La Sonnambula, I Capuleti e I Montecchi, and Otello with Opera Orchestra of New York; La Fille du Règiment with Arizona Opera; and concerts entitled A Celtic Celebration with the symphonies of; St. Louis, Milwaukee, Detroit, Indianapolis, Knoxville, Ft. Worth, Pittsburgh, Virginia, Omaha, Salt Lake City, Naples, Seattle, Florida, and the National Symphony at Kennedy Center. In the summer of 2001 he made his debut in Pesaro, Italy at the Rossini Opera Festival, followed by The Barber of Seville in Palm Beach, and Così fan Tutte in Israel. 

In 2003 he sang Lindoro in L’Italiana in Algeri with Opera de Montreal; returned to Palm Beach for Camille in The Merry Widow; sang and recorded Candide with Rome Opera in Italy; sang the Mozart Requiem in Los Angeles; performed Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni in Naples; and performed concerts in San Antonio, Evansville, Baltimore, and Portland. In December 2003 he hosted the Yuletide Celebration concerts with the Seattle Symphony and Oregon Symphony Orchestra. During 2004 he continued Celtic Celebration concerts in Omaha, Salt Lake City, and Naples, Florida; sang L’Italiana in Algeri with Opera Nice in France; and reprised Don Ottavio in Connecticut. Also in 2004, Ben begian new Irish music concerts with Maestro Erich Kunzel, performing with the orchestras of Cincinnati and Cleveland.

The year 2005 he continued his Operatic performances and concerts throughout the United States. Performances include: Barber of Seville in Witchita, Portland, Boston, and Savannah. Ben performd Jupiter in Handel’s Semele, in a new production that is set like the television show Dallas. Ben  returnd to Ft. Myers to sing the Benjamin Britten Serenade for Tenor Horn and Strings; Celtic Celebration concerts in Indianapolis; and in December he returns to the Cincinnati Symphony Pops to sing Holiday Concerts with Maestro Erich Kunzel. 2006 brought Carmina Burana in Palm Beach; Barber of Seville in Los Angeles; and Magic Flute in Boston. He will also perform Celtic Celebration concerts in Columbus, and perform Salute to the Tony’s with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra.

He is a graduate of The Juilliard Opera Center; received his B.M. at Bowling Green State University, and his Masters degree in Vocal Performance at the New England Conservatory of Music. In 1992 he was the first place winner in the National Opera Association Competition and was awarded the Richard and Sarah Tucker Scholarship in 1999 and the Shoshana Foundation Richard F. Gold Career Grant in 1994. 
Mr. Brecher has recorded Il Barbiere di Siviglia with the Franz Liszt Chamber Orchestra; an Award winning recording of the Tenor Solos from Messiah on Nonesuch records; Schubert Vocal Quartets on Arabesque; and can be heard on the cast recordings of Louisiana Purchase and King David.
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	Benjamin Brecher, tenor

Operatic Repertoire 
COMPOSER
WORK
ROLE 
Bellini
I Capuletti e I Montecchi
Tebaldo 
 
La Sonnambula
Elvino 
Bernstein
Candide
Candide 
Britten
Billy Budd
The Novice 
Copland
The Tender Land
Martin 
Donizetti
La Fille du Regiment
Tonio 
 
Lucrezia Borgia
Rustighello 
Lehar
The Merry Widow
Camille 
Massenet
Cendrillon
Prince Charming 
Mozart
Cosi fan tutte
Ferrando 
 
Don Giovanni
Ottavio 
 
Die Entführung aus dem Serail
Belmonte 
 
Die Zauberflöte
Tamino 
Offenbach
La Belle Helene
Paris 
 
Monsieur Choufleuri
Babylas 
 
Orpheus in the Underworld
Orpheus 
Picker
Emmeline
Matthew Gurney 
Prokofiev
The Love for Three Oranges
Prince 
Puccini
Gianni Schicchi
Rinuccio 
Ravel
L’Heure Espagnole
Gonsolve 
Rimsky-Korsakov
Le Coq D’Or
The Astrologer 
Romberg
The Student Prince
The Prince 
Rossini
Il Barbiere di Siviglia
Almaviva 
 
L’Italiana in Algeri
Lindoro 
 
Il Viaggio a Reims
Count Lebenskoff 
Strauss, J.
Die Fledermaus
Alfred 
Verdi
Falstaff
Fenton 
Weill
The Seven Deadly Sins
Tenor 1 
 
 



	


Discography:

Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Rossini
Franz Liszt Chamber Orchestra, 
Rico Saccani, Conductor


Messiah, Handel
Trinity Choir and Orchestra
Owen Burdick, Conductor

 Benjamin Brecher Reviews

Don Ottavio, Don Giovanni
"Benjamin Brecher, a suave aristocratic Don Ottavio, sang the long graceful phrases of his role with ease and elegance of tone”   

Maria Nockin, Opera Japan
Concert
“(Mr.Goulet’s) was one of several heroically sized performances (Ron Raines, Brent Barrett, Benjamin Brecher and Julia Migenes nearly matched him) in an evening that emphasized semi-operatic numbers from ‘Brigadoon.’”






Stephen Holden, The New York Times

Count Almaviva, Il Barbiere di Siviglia
“Benjamin Brecher, who sang the Count, seems like a find, a real lyric tenor with a bright, clean sound and a pliant legato.”


Anthony Tommasini, The Boston Globe

Ferrando, Cosi fan Tutte
“Benjamin Brecher, a sweet-voiced tenor, was Ferrando . . . He brought supple lyricism to the difficult, high lying aria, “Un aura amorosa.’”
Anthony Tommasini, The Boston Globe

Concert
“Heading the cast of 13 guest performers in this staged touring production was tenor Benjamin Brecher as the centerpiece vocalist, who lent a lilt, clarity and those requisite long, high notes to old favorites like “Too-Ra-Loo-Ra-Loo-Ra,” and “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.’”

Jane Vranish, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Berlioz Requiem
“. . . this was one of the highlights of the evening. The timbre of Brecher’s voice is pure and rich in dramatic quality. His performance last night was engaging, polished, and honest.”

Steven Cornelius, The Toledo Blade

Don Ottavio, Don Giovanni
“. . . while golden-voiced tenor Benjamin Brecher, as Don Ottavio, provided some of the best purely vocal moments.



Bill Rice, The Daily Gazette

Don Ottavio, Don Giovanni
“Tenor Benjamin Brecher as her betrothed, Don Ottavio, throttles back to match her - but turns it up a notch with beautifully controlled emotion in his own arias, especially “Dalla sua pace” in Act I.”

Phil Drew, The Troy Record

Don Ottavio, Don Giovanni
“Brecher’s arias “Dalla sua pace” and “Il mio tesoro,” both stellar tenor vehicles, were delivered with agile warmth and exquisite beauty . . .
”Clifton J. Noble, Jr., Union News

In Concert
“Tenor Benjamin Brecher...was a hands down favorite with his heartfelt rendition of “Danny Boy” . . . Brecher knows how to milk ‘em holding out high notes and pausing in all the right places.”

Whitney Smith, The Indianapolis Star

“. . . and tenor Benjamin Brecher were the attractive young singers who displayed clear, well-trained voices in solos and ensembles.  Among many highlights were Brecher’s limpid, bilingual “Dein ist mein ganzes Herz’ . . .”

Diane Windeler, San Antonio Express-News

“One highlight is Benjamin Brecher’s pure voice leading the men’s ensemble in the haunting “Homeward Bound.”



David A. Rosenberg, Back Stage Online

“No evening of the music of Erin would be valid without an Irish tenor, and Benjamin Brecher, an opera singer slumming it, filled that role beautifully. His nicely understated “Danny Boy” was but one of the high points he contributed.”



Punch Shaw, Star-Telegram

“Few things in music are more enchanting than a truly fine tenor, and in Benjamin Brecher we had it all.”




Rebecca Coudret, Evansville Courier & Press

